SECTION 7 passives

grammar summary

When A does something to B, there are often two ways to talk about it:‘active’and ‘passive’

e We use active verbs if we want A to be the subject.
Mrs Harris cooks our meals. Andrew broke the window.

o We use passive verbs if we want B to be the subject.
Our meals are cooked by Mrs Harris. The window was broken by Andrew.

We make passive verbs with be (am, are, is etc) + past participle (cooked, broken etc).
Passive verbs have the same tenses (simple present, present progressive, present perfect etc) as active verbs.
For a list of active and passive tenses, see page 300.

‘I'm afraid,
Mr Klesmerod,
that your blood
type has been
discontinued!

1 Which of these is used to boil water?
A a fridge B asink C akettle D a hot water bottle

2 Which US President was killed in a theatre?
A Lincoln B Kennedy C Eisenhower D Nixon

3 Which game is played with a racket?
A golf B cricket C football D tennis

4 If you are being served, where are you?
A in ashop B in a church C in the sea D in hospital

5 The Olympic Games have never been held in:
A Melbourne B Tokyo C London D Chicago

6 Which of these metals was discovered by Marie Curie?
A uranium B radium C gold D platinum

7 Which of these was not written by Shakespeare?
A Hamlet B The Sound of Music C Othello D Julius Caesar

8 Which country was governed by the Pharaohs?
A Sweden B China C Egypt D Japan
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passives: introduction English is spoken in Australia. simple present passive We are woken by the birds.

When A does something to B, there are often two ways | am woken you are woken he/she/itis woken etc
to talk about it:‘active’and ‘passive. ~~ am/woken?  areyouwoken?  ishe/she/it woken? etc
We use active ve|:bs if we want A to be the subject. A B B | /amnotwoken youarenotwoken he/she/itis not woken etc
We use passive verbs if we want B to be the subject. For contractions (I'm, isn't etc), see pages 2, 301.
We make passive verbs with be (am, are, is etc) + past participle (cooked, seen etc).
T — We use the simple present passive like the simple present active, for things that are always true, and
A B B b Zby A:I\) . things that happen all the time, repeatedly, often, sometimes, never etc (see page 17).
i cooke rs Harris.
Mr; Harris 200:(‘5 ?I'L)" m?cgs. ?;)Z x;‘g:w :/r:s ey b:\V/ Aeiiirios I am paid every two weeks. Is Jeremy liked by the other children? ~ Stamps aren’t sold here.
Andrew roke e window. A .
SomebOdy saw her in Belfast. She was seen in Belfast. - For spelling rules for adding -ed to verbs, see page 46; for irregular past participles, see page 299.
The government  will close the hospital ~next year. The hospital ~ will be closed next year.
Passive verbs have the same tenses (simple present, present progressive, present perfect etc) as active verbs. Complete the seljltences with am/are/is.
For a list of active and passive tenses, see page 300. » Alot of paper LS ....... m?de frorn wood.
Note the use of by in passives, to say who or what does the action. 1 What oo, this called in English?
Our meals are cooked by Mrs Harris. (NOT ... from-Mrs-Harris:) " . paid on the first of every month.
. R often sent to the Singapore office.
é Which picture goes with which sentence? B somsarncrsn any classes taught on Wednesdays?

> The policeman helped the old lady. ..Z% 4 Annieloves all dogs. ...... 5 More chocolate ............ eaten in the US than in any other country.

1 The policeman was helped by the old lady. ...... 5 Annie is loved by all dogs. ...... 6 Notvery much ............ known about Shakespeare’s childhood.

2 Thecarhitatree. ...... 6 The Queen photographed the tourists. ...... 7 We ool woken by the birds every morning.

3 The car was hit by a tree. ...... 7 The Queen was photographed by the tourists. ...... 8 you seen by the same doctor every week?

@ Put simple present passive verbs into these sentences.

> Alotofoliveoil ..lSused . ... in Greek cooking. (use)

1 AFABIE sissvmmmssssssatsses from right to left. (write)

2 ThoSe programmes .........cceeueueenenennnns by millions of people every week. (watch)
U - 1] o) T T in most newsagents in Britain. (sell)

4 The police say that nothing ........c...coeevviiinnnnnee. about the child’s family. (know)

5 InERglish; ough ussmesssinswmimamss in a lot of different ways. (pronounce)

T o111 172 [ ———————— in Peru. (speak)

7 Clicketmmmarmrrrsmrrsis by two teams of eleven players. (play)

8 OUrWINAOWS! ssmses sdans ssusms snsan pansen once a month. (clean)

@ Make simple present negatives and questions.

> ‘Those computers ..Are ot made in America! (not make)
'Where ..Are they made? " ‘In China!
T NAY AINIE i ismoiiinin wisivo st Ssiis sesmRassH A S S RIS with a Y! (not spell)
THOW: sremmm it i e R e e S T T s "1 E;/S; L; LE!
T et hyares IR e
2 Latati ity e tankesyyeste s, 3 WREIE oo like were! (not pronow;ce)
# Wespenltl iisspent lab T HONS/OP 3000 THOW: srusemmsmmmmai s e e e R S R e RS " ‘Like wear!
A TSy o Belseoien gy youriis bog 7 SO B 11151 (01 § o KRR S SRR D in Scotland! (not find)
bt i in; o broth B = L T " ‘In South Africa, for example!
6 This book written / was written by my brother. , ; :
7 The new university will open / will opened / will be opened by the Prime Minister. 5 xy sister h ...................................................... vc?rlT C\i/\/eI!_ (pay) .
8 Ann was driving / was driven much too fast, and she stopped / was stopped by the police. O MUC R s s e e S AT R T R on't remember!
9 This house built / was built in 1800.
10 Everybody had / was had / was have a good time at the party.
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future passive Tomorrow your bicycle will be stolen. simple past passive | was stopped by a policeman.

| will be woken you will be woken he/she/it will be woken etc | was woken you were woken he/she/it was woken etc
will | be woken? will you be woken? will he/she/it be woken? etc was | woken? were you woken? was he/she/it woken? etc
B | /will not be woken you will not be woken  he/she/it will not be woken etc B | /wasnotwoken you were not woken he/she/it was not woken etc
For contractions (/ll, won't etc), see page 301. For contractions (wasn't etc), see page 301.
We use the future passive like the future active (see page 39), to say things that we think, guess or We use the simple past passive like the simple past active, for complete finished actions and events
know about the future, or to ask questions about the future. (see page 47). '
One day all the work will be done by machines. Where will the match be played? This table was made by my grandfather. Was the letter signed? We weren’t met at the door.
€D Make future passive sentences with the verbs from the box. () Complete the sentences with was/were.
[ [ =5 j [ (- R E———— seen in Renton, a kilometre away.
clean close v/ finish open send speak 2 Most of the matches................... won by Indian teams.
' 3 These Keys :uo:svuasiwicsss found in the changing room yesterday — are they yours?
» The motorway willbeclosed for three days. 4 We couldn’t find the station, BUt We............e.v... helped by a very kind woman.
T THE MUSEUIM v evee vorosansnsonssomemmsiossssssisssmns sens ossssmmsns by the Queen. o stopped by a policeman in Green Road this morning.
2 ‘Oneday ENGlish cesamnssssmnassomavsvistessmersasesmss everywhere. 6 Yesterdayaman................... caught trying to burn down the Town Hall.
3 ThiSJOD cccvrriernsersrmnsrenserensonmansascrnassssasasssassnsss in a few days. ) :
A VOUFTOOITE ssisimmmeimsasnanssasss iwsmsasss R fussm e soness while you're out. () Put simple past passive verbs into these sentences.
5 YOUF LICKETS +nenneeieeieiei e eieiteeieeeeeeaeeeenenananaans to you next week. 1 ‘OUF DASSPOITS, semsasssnsvsnmsbssnassssmssnisin by a tall woman in a uniform. (take)
= . 2 These bookKS ..o.vvvvuiviiiiiiiiiiiiiinieieneaee, in the classroom on Monday. (leave)
(2 Make future passive negatives and questions. 3 Tdortthinkthis FOOME «sssssmsususrmsesssnrammpasmiisms yesterday. (clean)
> ‘The football match B e L S ——— on Saturday: (play) WL at the airport by a driver from the university. (meet)
‘When B L — -."‘On Sunday. 5 NOBOAY ..ovvvvvieieieeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeenne. what was happening. (tell)
P I N 0= 1 o] T to the hotel by bus! (take) B I s s nesses e menes wrvseis away to school when he was twelve. (send)
THOW: wsosvmmessmmammssvmpmss e v s s s smamamsems there?' ‘By taxi!
T ITRRARW TDIRIY ooxmnesssnsssmsssss sssssssinmsnisms s smupamsiomsss Vs in the Central Square! (build) }‘?‘4 Make simple past passive negatives and questions.
Y = I e ——— " ‘Behind the Police Station! > ‘We . Weren't PaLd ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, when we finished the work! (not pay)
Q017 | | R Py aos (s at the conference! (speak) ‘When .. WEre, 5.‘?‘.’?.?@."’.0.1.?. ............................... " “Two months later!
WHAE JATGURHE «sussssvsnvmssimnssessussmmamg s sbswesmisses " ‘Chinese! I A ather cavnamarsamsammsrnm T in England! (not educate)
WNBEE srucacy s msaissi vEy e sems 039S S35 (R To e F OIS "‘In Germany.
&) Make five future passive sentences from the table. 2 Theleliors s sansnssipiomsss on Tuesday! (not post)
, ] i WHER s s e s T " 'On Thursday.
a small man in a raincoat / g )
Next year your ) 3 EThiS semmmimmansmmmnmbintmmsaissnasms it in butter. (not cook)
; clean/ cook/ a black cat / two old ladies / HOWL it e e e "‘In margarine!
Tomorrow bed / bicycle / _ ) ga
— ety food / do / eat/ make / a beautiful woman / I T T —————— in England! (not make)
) _ send to Canada / by people from another world / "WHRETE .t iieeie e et eae e "‘In Hong Kong!
Tonight clothes / dinner / Shoed Pt § the President / a big dog / 5 *TherestatranitBill .. comsoumvamvsmmmmsssmsroseosesn in cash! (not pay)
One day glasses /house / take away your old friend Peter / TGN onussmcmsmmomnmsmonprmmssiovesssmns sysussess s " ‘With a credit card!
In 20 years room / work ]
a machine

We use a past passive structure - to be born - to give somebody’s date or place of birth.
| was born in 1964. (NOT +bera-in1964- NOT fam-berain1964) My sisters were born in Egypt.

Write a sentence about your date and place of birth.
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Level

present progressive passive It’s being cleaned.

| am being watched you are being watched he/she/it is being watched etc
am | being watched? are you being watched? is he/she/it being watched? etc
B | /am not being watched you are not being watched he/she/it is not being watched etc

For contractions (I'm, isn't etc), see pages 2 and 301.

We use the present progressive passive like the present progressive active, for things that are happening
now (see page 24), or for things that are planned for the future (see page 38).

‘Where’s the carpet?’ ‘It's being cleaned. When are you being seen by the doctor?

é Questions and answers. Use the words in the box to complete answers to the questions.
Use the present progressive passive.

thegrass/cuts/ he/watch |/send it/clean it/ paint it/ rebuild my hair/cut
she /interview the engine/repair my watch/repair  we /follow

'Can we play on the football pitch?’ ‘No, ..the.9rass is being eut. ... t
‘Can’t you wear your blue suit tonight?’ 'NO, .........oiuiiiiiiiiiiiiii
‘Did Alice get that new Job?' ‘NOtYet — .....c..ivuiiiuiiiinimiiniiiiiiiiienre st saanes today:!
"What time is 17" "Sorty, | JONTKINOWS . scosssnsssensassonsiressivaisosmsemsismsmt s vansboiie
Wh thie Kig SR oo smemmpmimstiammemmesinis s semsves s to Hawaii for a week!
I usually read a magazine While ..........ceevienieiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiinissccne,

1 0] by a police car.

‘Where's your car?’ ‘At the garage. ......ccecerasserercarernsssensessasnessnsssnssssssssnsssanscnns
The:school is'closad thiS YBaE .cuuumismeremsvesssrirmisdioutarvesesons sorasmsin
George doesnt KnOW that ........cccieueeeiiininiirunminnieienininniniicesisssessenscosees by the police.
| can't use my office this wWeek BecauSse ........isuisiemimmmeicisivesssonierassronssnissmnsossssonns

’
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> (beds/make) ..Beds are being made.

(BHISTPAYY  scomsssoonsers sossrssusspanmynsissssasssssimrms s s samess
(coffee.] Make) iswwissssowmsvinspssssasssamsnsssnsonsamsnmsnss
(EINKS J5EIVE)Y, sprmomiensasimmemunne nemsns qmnmnsnsisnsis SadavaassaAa
(FOOE L DIBDATE)  cvvssrsivmmssmmssismtenssminissmsmvavenssssinm sty
(baggage / bring down)
(money | ehange) . ssswvmsienmimssssnviissvsisambsoss
(new guests / welcome)
(reservations [ Take) siwwsssssssassnwsssnsmenicouseisavssniwonis
(phones / answer)
(FoomS/icledn) .issvsassmnsmnsssnaanss AR Re SRR R o

O VW O NOWULL b WN =

1
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present perfect passive The house has been sold.

| have been seen you have been seen he/she/it has been seen etc
have | been seen? have you been seen? has he/she/it been seen? etc
B | /have not been seen you have not been seen he/she/it has not been seen etc

For contractions (/'ve etc), see page 301.

We use the present perfect passive like the present perfect active (see pages 60-65), to talk about past
actions and events which are important now - for example, when we give people news.

The house on the corner has been sold. We haven’t been invited to Anna’s party.
L
@i};ﬂ« News: put the verbs into the present perfect passive.

> Anew university ..nas beew opened in Kew today by the Prince of Wales. (open)
T Lord Retlaw ...evvveinininiiiiiiiieeeci e for drunk driving. (arrest)
2 Anold painting from a school in Wales: ..c.sussvses ssvississns sinsnsswevivsins savass for $250,000
by an American museum. (buy)
3 An 18-yeat-old soldier i muassismiimsomsivesnmmammossinmsssasse in an accident in Devon. (kill)
4 Thetwo lost children ......ouvuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic s alive and well in a London park. (find)
5 AN URKNOWNACTOF o cuiminsnsonsownsinaie avs savinsssniss sonss to star in the new film of ‘Macbeth’ (choose)
6 The old hospital in the town Centre ........ocoeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e, (close)
7 "What'sthe problem?’ ‘MY bICYCle . ieunmsassvissinmvassnsain suess sesian '(steal)
8 | e to write something for the local newspaper. (ask)
9 Allthe papers for next week's Meeting .......c.vuvereiriiieiiieiiiiiieneneinenennes (lose)
10 Everybody in the class ........ceiuiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniieieinns to Stacey’s party. (invite)

€) 1t's never been done! Make a sentence for each picture.

In some answers, both contracted forms (for example I'm, don’t) and full PASSIVES 99
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pass Ives: more pra ctice @) Tenses. Put in present perfect passive or present progressive passive verbs.

» ‘Is the Army Museum still in Green Street?’ ‘No, it has beew closed. '(close)
1 Don't look now; but Fthink We w.cassemenvassmmssemives simamassimmsms (follow)
o Tenses. Put in simple prgsent, simple past or future passive verbs. 2 Hello, police? I'd like to report a theft. My handbag ..........cocvvivieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiens (steal)

» ‘Frankensteln . WASWIREER: ........coscounes by Mary Shelley. (write) 3 “‘Whydid you take the Bus? "My €ar <o msssinssumssssisssissismsvasnsmssns ' (repair)

» The repairs . will be finished before next Tuesday. (finish) 4 |think someone’s been in my room — soMe bOOKS .......ocuvvuirniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeieaanes (move)

1 BUBBE s unmmamsrmssmmransssnvussssvsnens from milk. (make) 5 “There's nobody here! “No; all the StUAENES . .cuumssssssimmssonmnsssvssnonssivsssvsnnss home! (send)

2 Lastnight tWO MeN .....c.ceuiveininiriiiieiencnennes in a fight in a nightclub. (kill) 6 WHEN ..t YOU trtneteeneeaneeeneeeea s e e e e eeaaraannas

3 Onedayall our Work ..cc.ccesisesssmmms snivensennanessos by machines. (do) ‘Tomorrow morning! (interview) '

X ENglED s sssnmsenrsassassnmsannssmmsings as a second language by millions of people. (speak) 7 A group of suspected terrorists «........euvuereuerueeriieeenieeeneeeennns by the police. (arrest)

5 This computer ...........coviiiiiiiiii. in Japan. (make) 8 Another group of sUspPected TEMOTISTS .. ccumisssusssmvismersinspss sosssssssavi s , but they

6. All thefootballers iuissaasassnssssanam sammrnsssnsnis by a doctor before the match last Sunday. (examine) (not arrest, watch)

T "THIS FOOM conysvemnuspammnabinmtnmess vussors every day. (clean) 9 The hospital will be closed for two years, While it ...........cceuvviiueiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiennen. (rebuild)

. (o T R ————— e — of the test results as soon as possible. (inform) M0 JATIES s sevrmornsssnamserssss v sy mmeasssn to join the local football team. (ask)

9 “THENBWIFOEE messerimmmi s s sty in July next year. (open)

10 DIamonds ...c.uvvnieneineeneeneineinerneannns in several countries in Africa. (find) 9 Grammar in a text. Put in simple present active or passive verbs.

9 Present progressive passive. Imagine that you are in a busy hotel at one o’clock.
All the hotel staff are on strike (they have stopped work) because they want more money.
Write sentences about six things that are not being done. Some useful words:

baggage bills coffee drinks food money
new guests  reservations rooms telephones

....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

© The Diana Fossey Gorilla Fund International 2001

9 GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: travelling by air. Make sure you know the words in the box.

i . . - . . . Gorillas ( »find) ..Avefownd ... in several countries in Central Africa. They are about
Use a dictionary if necessary. Then imagine you are in an airport, and write six or : : it
Byt is et d 1.6 metres tall, and they (1 cover) .......ccvvviiiiiiiiiiniiininnnnnn. with black or brown hair. Gorillas’lives
MdiRscences anoliysnal Isbaing aone. (RPNt wsumammar s st in groups. Each group has five to ten gorillas in it. The gorillas
o ; I A GIOP B o s cnmmmsminsasinussss sammmasnsns iss t0.5to0 1. , looking for food. T
SUBJECTS: arriving passengers  baggage v boarding passes  cars ina group (3 walk) abou‘ o 1.0 km per day, looking fo 00 hey
. ; (A NOTOAL) v ssmmasssses smess s s vens all the leaves in one part of the forest before moving on;
departures  passports  reservations  tickets
) some leaves (5/eave) .......coveveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn, on the trees and plants.
VERBS: announce check make meet park print sell xtay/ Atnight gorillas (6.3/eeD). s veva v sumsvvneisovsseninss in nests; these nests
(72MIAKR) s ssssiwissaimsagamnmammamswasns 55 of branches and leaves. The number of gorillas living in Africa
Today (8 Nt KNOW) usmysprmrvimidme e but it is certain that this number is getting smaller.
Why? Because in the countries where the gorillas (9 /ive)...........ccveiiiiiiiin... more and more
trees (10 Clt doWn) ms o smnsvsmmss s srans S s every year.

@ Internet exercise. Use a search engine (e.g. Google) to find short simple sentences with the

following verbs. Write the sentences.

ATETIMIEIEY  oriarorss e 0.8 5316 U TS aE 308583838108 5 5155530 6 i T R A S O N VA i
IS ISPOKENT' o s s sans veasmsias on wavsbe SR oms b S s s ST e SR et Vo s B s SR e e
W BESPONTY s immeiisimss s ueies e s sta o a0 s 8o s ssmana o 58 s Re Had SHS LRS BRI
AATE DEINGIUIIET osmsamsinmviimmmss s R o S e S B Ay P e e s S S R S S s e Wl
NAVE DQOIISEBINT  scivacwosionistinsaissrstsasistom:sisaested 553/ 53800 o088 AN RSN AR A T SN B AS S S S AR DS Sl e PSR
NETEGIVEHT  sounansssmssssmmesss s o e e e O S R S S R A S R T S e S S R e R
INNETOISEINE”  vrvirsissmsomtismmsseromss o ateio o e e e85 o3850 T R A T A S S S S s SN S 0 S R
INASAITOSTEA!  iummnnssmamnsmnnsssamisn e R T s s S ek o S S R A e P R e S e
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passives: revision test

€ Circle the correct passive or active verb form.

>

O O 0O N O U B W N =

-

This book written y my uncle.

Derek posted / was posted his letter to the university today.

We did a lot of work for the school, but we didn't pay / weren't paid.
My friend Douglas speaks / is spoken seven languages.

The letter H doesn’t pronounce / isn't pronounced in French.

A new hospital will build / will be built in the town centre.

You can't come in here - the room is cleaning / is being cleaned.
We have invited / have been invited to John's party tonight.

This sauce makes / is made with oil and vinegar.

French speaks / is spoken in Belgium.

John broke / is broken his leg last week.

e Correct (v) or not (x)?

» English is spoken in New Zealand. X 5 Qur car has been stolen. ......
» |am born in Manchester. . X.. 6 When is that window broken? ......
1 lwas studied German for three years. ...... 7 This book was written from my father. ......
2 Emma invited to a party by her boss. ...... 8 | was taken to the opera by a friend of mine. ......
3 How is written your name? ...... 9 The new road will finished in July. ......
4 "Where's your coat? ‘It's being cleaned:! ...... 10 Our house was built in 1850. ......
e Put in the correct passive tenses.
> The Birds'..WAs directed . by Alfred Hitchcock. (direct)
> You wiltbepaid next week. (pay)
1 'Is the library still downstairs?’ 'No, it ......ccoviiiiiiiiiii, "(move)
2 Anew hospital sussssssanmmapssssmins here next April. (open)
3 Somebody has been in my handbag. Some money ...........cocvviiiiiiiiiniininn. (take)
4 ‘Where's your black sweater?” ‘It ........ccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinninn "(wash)
5 YOUkoprmmsvisvismsmimeremepssas your examination results before the weekend. (tell)
6 MY QAT ssscsinnsss sunsgamasnms wonsiaiamnss " 'Well, tell the police! (steal)
7 This PRONE smsrmemmamamsstsmeasimstmmes in China. (make)
oo 111 e in most of South America. (speak)
9 TheWINAOWS ..csuesssarraess swviasnssnsaimmm nearly every week. (clean)
10 Dessmmmmmmsnsasmesnssnsssemsnsmsssps to help you. What can | do? (ask)
11 There was a fight at the football match on Saturday, and one man ............cooveviiiiiiiininnnnnn. (Kill)
12 Do you think all translation ...........ccovveiiiiiiiinnn. by computers one day? (do)
13 “When .o wwism smmsssas v the MatCh e swssmsisisnspvssssvsses ssas 7" "Tomorrow. (play)
14 Three COMPULETS ..evuvvnerniiiiiiieniiiienaniennns from the school since Christmas. (steal)
15 The factory closed suddenly last week, and all the workers ..............ocoiiiiiiiinnin. away. (send)
16 Thiskind of cheese .........ccoeevviiiiiiiiiiiinninnn, from goats’ milk. (make)
17 AlCE ssammusssvsmamnsussersmsvonnss by a car the other day,and herleg .........ccooeeviiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnn. (hit; break)
18 Yourletten cunssessmmssssnonsmaammmtanissmasis now - it will be ready in five minutes. (translate)
19 [tsays intoday’s paperthat gold «swsssmimmamassasssaimse in Scotland. (find)
20 ‘Have you done those letters?’ ‘Notyet. They .......cceuviiiiiiiiniiiiiiinnnnn. by five o'clock! (finish)
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