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W : A new sports arena?

M : What’s wrong with that? The old gymnasium is small, smelly and drab.

Do you really think our basketball teams should continue to play there?
W : Look, I know some people think it’s a big deal our women’s basketball
team made it to the national quarterfinals last year. But a lot of us don’t
care. I'm a pre-med student. I don’t have time for basketball games.
: I can see your point. But not everyone feels the same as you do.
: Then let them pay for the arena themselves.
: How?

: Increase ticket prices by, say, $10 per ticket? If some people think it’s

<

important to have a fancy new arena for our teams, let them pay more to
attend the games.
: I don’t think they could raise enough that way. Just do the math.
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: Then they should solicit more alumni contributions to cover the shortfall.
In any case, it shouldn’t come out of the pockets of students who don’t
attend the games. It’s not fair that everyone’s money is used for the

benefit of only a few.

Answer

map
The woman thinks that it’s unfair to ask all students to pay for the
construction of the new sports arena, so she is against the $75 increase
in student fees announced by the university’s Board of Regents. She
acknowledges that the school’s basketball teams are very successful,
and that some students strongly support them, but she points out that
not every student cares about intercollegiate sports. She herself is too
busy as a pre-med student to take much of an interest in basketball.
She suggests that students who think the new arena is necessary should
pay for it themselves by paying a surcharge of $10 per ticket. If that
doesn’t raise enough money, she recommends soliciting more alumni
contributions to cover the shortfall. In any case, she doesn’t think the
fee increase is justified if it only benefits some students and not others.
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