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Integrated Speaking Question 4 “Aboriginal People”

Read a short passage and listen to part of a lecture on the same topic.

Reading Time: 45 seconds

Aboriginal People

Although the first inhabitants of Australia have been identified by physical character-
istics, culture, language, and locale, none of these attributes truly establishes a person
as a member of the Aboriginal People. Because the Aboriginal groups settled in various
geographical areas and developed customs and lifestyles that reflected the resources
available to them, there is great diversity among those groups, including more than 200 ¢
linguistic varieties. Probably the most striking comparison is that of the Aboriginal People
who inhabit the desert terrain of the Australian Outback with those who live along the
coast. Clearly, their societies have developed very different cultures. According to the
Department of Education, the best way to establish identity as a member of the Aboriginal
People is to be identified and accepted as such by the Aboriginal community.

Now listen to part of a lecture in an anthropology class. The professor is talking about
Aboriginal People.

TOEFL® Speaking

Question
Explain how the Aboriginal People are identified. Draw upon information in both the reading
and the lecture.

Preparation Time: 30 seconds
Recording Time: 60 seconds
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Intecratep Sreaxing Question 4 “ABoriciNaL PEoPLE”

Narrator 2: Number 4. Read a short passage and listen to a lecture on the same topic. Then listen for
a question about them. After you hear the question, you have 30 seconds 1o prepare and 60 seconds
1o record your answer,

Narrator 1: Now read the passage about Aboriginal People [printed on page 247]. You have 45 sec-
onds to complete it. Please begin reading now.

[Reading Time: 45 seconds]

Narrator 1: Now listen to part of a lecture in an anthropology class. The professor is talking about
Aboriginal People.

Professor:

According to your textbook, the Aboriginal People are very diverse, and, | would agree with that; how-
ever, there are certain beliefs that unite the groups, and in fact, allow them to identify themselves and
others as members of the diverse Aboriginal societies. For one thing, unlike the anthropologists who
believe that tribes arrived in eastern Australia from Tasmania about 40,000 years ago, the Aboriginal
People believe that they have always been in Australia, and that they have sprung from the land. Evi-
dence for this resides in the oral history that has been recorded in stories and passed down for at least
fifty generations. This history is referred to as the “Dreaming.” The stories teach moral and spiritual
values and provide each member of the group with an identity that reflects the landscape where the
person’s mother first becomes aware of the unborn baby, or to put it in terms of the “Dreaming,” where
the spirit enters the mother’s body. So, | am saying that the way that the Aboriginal People identify
themselves and each other, even across groups, is by their membership in the oral history that they
share.

Narrator 1: Explain how the Aboriginal People are identified. Draw upon information in both the reading
and the lecture.

Narrator 2: Please prepare your answer after the beep.
Beep

[Preparation Time: 30 seconds]

Narrator 2: Please begin speaking after the beep.
Beep

IRecording Time: 60 seconds]

Beep



