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Integrated Essay “Collapse of Easter Isiand”

You have 20 minutes to plan, write, and revise your response to a reading passage and a lec-
ture on the same topic. First, read the passage and take notes. Then, listen to the lecture and
take notes. Finally, write your response to the writing question. Typically, a good response
 will require that you write 150-225 words.

Reading Passage
Time: 3 minutes

Because of its remote location, only a few species of plants and ani-
mals thrived on Easter Island, and the water surrounding it contained very
few fish. Nevertheless, beginning with extremely limited resources on an
isolated island, the native people achieved a very advanced culture, as
evidenced by the gigantic monolithic human figures that line the coasts,
as well as by other artifacts. The complete collapse of this civilization is
still a mystery, but several theories have been put forward.

One theory suggests that the natives of Easter Island cut down large
palm forests to clear land for agricultural purposes, fuel for heating and
cooking, construction material for pole and thatch houses, and canoes
for transportation. In addition, hundreds of ahu, or large stone monu-
ments, were constructed and moved to the coast on rollers made of
tree trunks. Assuming that the trees could regenerate quickly enough to
sustain the environment, they continued the deforestation, which, in turn,
caused serious erosion.

Another theory presents a very different explanation for the decline
in the population. Since there were few predators on the island, and an
abundance of food, it is thought that rats may have hidden in the canoes
of the earliest settlers. When the native people cut and burned trees, the
rats prevented regrowth by eating the fresh shoots before they could
grow into large plants. With little food and no wood to build canoes to
escape, the people perished. |

A third theory contends that the population was decimated by a war
between short-eared and long-eared people on the island. According to
oral history, a plot by the long-eared people to kill the short-eared people
was discovered and the short-eared people struck first, driving the long-
eared people to a ditch where they were killed and burned.
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Now listen to a lecture on the same topic as the passage that you have just read.
O Model Test 2, Writing Section, CD 2, Track 7

Question
Summarize the main points in the lecture, and then explain how they cast doubt on the ideas
in the reading passage. -



